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HAGER COMPANIES CELEBRATES 160 YEARS

Last issue, as part of our celebration of Hager Companies’ 160th Anniversary, we took an in-depth look at the 
company’s first 50 years—1849 to 1899.  This issue, we turn our attention to Hager Companies’ next 100 
years—the 1900s.

The 1900s
In the early 1900s, Charles Hager stepped down from presidency and his son, August W. Hager II, became the 
company’s 2nd president.  It was during this time that the country saw rapid growth of both farm and 
residential construction.  And the Hager catalog saw rapid growth as well, increasing from 11 pages in 1877 to 
259 pages in 1923.  When August W. Hager II stepped into leadership, most hinges were produced by hand 
forging and other manual procedures.  August wanted faster methods of manufacturing and, as a leader in the 
new industrial revolution, designed and built new machinery for the plants to meet the demands of the new 
century.  These new techniques enabled C. Hager and Sons Hinge Manufacturing Company to increase the 
diversity of its products for both rural and city dwellings.

The initiation of the Panama Canal Project by President Teddy Roosevelt further 
enhanced business as Hager was contracted to produce massive quantities of 
custom hinges for locks on the canal.  Then, from 1914 to 1918, during WWI, 
government orders for hinges continued to flourish and keep the Hager factory 
producing at maximum capacity.

In 1929, August W. Hager II passed away and Charles A. Hager (another son of 
Charles Hager) became the company’s 3rd president. 

During the 1930s, the world experienced the Great Depression.  As quoted from 
family archives by Withnell Hager, “We kept our organization together.  We never 
closed down.  We worked five half days instead of five full days in order to give 
our employees some work.  We kept going in spite of the fact that we were losing 
money.  We stocked our inventories and kept our complete workforce in tact.  
Hager employees have always been part of the family.”

During Charles A. Hager’s presidency, C. Hager and Sons Hinge Manufacturing 
Company’s sales tripled and the company’s market share was significantly increased by the decision to sell 
through distributors.

In 1943, Charles A. Hager passed away and Richard G. Hager (another son of Charles Hager) became the 
company’s 4th president, which unfortunately only lasted two years.

In 1945, after Richard G. Hager’s death, Archer L. Hager (Charles A. Hager's son) became the company’s 5th 
president.  Archer had started with Hager as a shipping clerk in 1912 when he was 18 years old.  While working 
his way to presidency, Archer operated every piece of machinery in every department of the company.

It appeared as though nothing could keep the Hager men from the company business.  But, at the start of WWII, 
Uncle Sam called them away.  C. Hager and Sons Hinge Manufacturing Company remained in business, 
producing hinges for the military and being run by the Hager women.  (Continued on Page 4)
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As Summer ends and we head into Fall, 
Hager Companies continues to celebrate 
our 160th anniversary.  Part of our 
celebration included the design of our 
anniversary logo, featured below.

We also continue to bring you a look at 
our company’s extensive history.  In our 
Winter/Spring issue, we read about 
Hager’s history during its first 50 years.  
This issue, I hope you enjoy reading about 
the company’s next 100 years, which 
spanned the entire 20th century.

Finally, this year we announced the 
opening of our Phoenix, Arizona, 
distribution center and will be hosting an 
open house later this month.  Please 
contact jcarlisle@hagerco.com or 
arummler@hagerco.com for more 
information.

Until next time,

St. Charles First Assembly of God, a Pentecostal and Evangelical church, 
renovated their existing facility located in St. Peters, Missouri.  The new 
facility contains a church, offices, and childcare space.

Hager’s door hardware products offered the general contractor of the First 
Assembly of God project a number of advantages, including lifetime 
warranties, ease of installation, and premium-quality products at an 
economical price.

By using Hager’s door hardware, the general contractor was able to meet 
St. Charles First Assembly of God’s needs and budget.

St. Charles First Assembly of God in St. Peters, Missouri

Burj Al Arab is a one-of-a-kind, five-star hotel 
located in Dubai, United Arab Emirates.  The 
hotel towers 321 meters high and boasts 202 
duplex suites, 6 restaurants and bars,  a spa 
and health club, private beach, indoor and 
outdoor pools, Rolls Royce chauffeur 
services, and much more.

Hager was able to provide Burj Al Arab with 
exceptional-quality hinges at an economical 
price.  After purchase, a 2 micron gold plating 
was applied to the hinges before being 
installed throughout the hotel.  Hager also 
provided thresholds and weatherstripping 
products for the hotel.

Burj Al Arab in Dubai, United 
Arab Emirates

BURJ AL ARAB

ST. CHARLES FIRST ASSEMBLY OF GOD



Premiere Performances

For more information on any of these new products, please visit our ‘What’s New’ section of our website.

SPRING CUSHION ARMS AND KIT
In June, Hager introduced Spring Cushion Arms and Spring Cushion Kits to our offering of door closers.  These arms act as shock 
absorbers--preventing damage to both the door and the frame.  Hager is offering an extra heavy duty hold-open stop cushion arm 
and an extra heavy duty stop cushion arm for our 5100, 5200, and 5300 Series door closers.  In addition, we are offering the spring 
cushion kit, which converts the hard stop to a spring cushion.

5100 Series Assemblies
5954 - Extra Heavy Duty Hold-Open Stop Arm
5955 - Extra Heavy Duty Cushion Stop Arm

5100 Series Accessories
5125 - Extra Heavy Duty Stop Arm
5961 - Extra Heavy Duty Hold-Open Stop Arm
5950 - Spring Cushion Kit

5200 and 5300 Series Assemblies
5956 - Extra Heavy Duty Hold-Open Stop Arm
5957 - Extra Heavy Duty Cushion Stop Arm

5200 and 5300 Series Accessories
5950 - Spring Cushion Kit

ROTON CASE PACK CONCEALED LEAF HINGES
In July, Hager launched a new option of Roton case packaging for two of our most popular Roton concealed leaf hinges.  Models 
780-112 and 780-224, size 83”, clear and dark bronze finishes will be packaged complete with drill quick screws.  

253 REINFORCING PIVOT
In August, Hager announced that the 253 Reinforcing Pivot is now sold standard as a non-handed pivot.  The previous, handed version 
of the 253 Pivot has been discontinued.  The 251, 252 and 254 Pivots will remain handed, the 253 Pivot is the only part number that will 
be non-handed. 

LATCHBOLT EXTENSIONS
In September, Hager introduced 3-3/4” latchbolt extensions for both 3400 Series, Grade 1 and 3500 Series, 
Grade 2 cylindrical locksets.  Product 3916 applies to 3400 Series locksets and product 3917 applies to 3500 
Series locksets.

3/4” DEAD LATCH
In September, Hager announced the addition of a 3/4” dead latch for our 3400 Series cylindrical locksets, 
product 3932.  It features a 2-3/4” backset and 2-1/4” x 1-1/8” square corner faceplate.


